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... and if you're wondering, yes, there are penguins in Cape Town.

Along with brightly painted houses . . . and a furniture-shaped mountain.
But it's not all cute penguins, joyous fascades and flat-top geology. . .

There's a darker side. ..
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@ ... plastic pollution.

For example, this litter washed ashore on Cape Town's Milnerton Beach.

(Photo: Professor Peter Ryan, University of Cape Town)
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Why focus on plastic?

Because the 4th #UUNEP Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee on
Plastic Pollution just met. Their aim? An agreement iJ global production of
plastic by 40%.

Why? To protect our health and the environment.

And because plastics and penguins don't mix.
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To help inform the delegates, # UNEP prepared a paper.

(it wasn't published in a journal . . . but you can find it here
https://bit.ly/4buX4DU)
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It notes:

“Millions of workers in informal settings ensure waste collection and
recycling in countries across the world.”

Some, like these women, work in the Global North.. ..
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... but many are in the Global South.

~90,000 are in South Africa.

As Ismail Rachid said yesterday . . . the North/South divide can be pretty
blurred...

(Photo: South African Waste Pickers Association)
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And, being DEl-aware, UNEP wrote,

“Measures taken to address plastic waste pollution must be inclusive of
informal waste pickers.”

Waste pickers are represented by NGOs like @WIEGOGLOBAL,
International Alliance of Waste Pickers @globalrec_org and @GAIAnobum

I RECYC L

[N

Tikitoro, a Fijian waste-picker, persuaded Fiji to formally
recognise waste pickers in 2022.
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This desire to be inclusive is in tune with a trend where Global North aid is
being 'localised": i.e. being distributed, as far as possible, through local
organisations. It is hoped this 'localised' approach will get the SDGs back
on track.

e.g.: https://bit.ly/3yjGfNy

&

® Ontrack
' Moderately or severely off track
@ Stagnation or regression
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Kennedy Odede, of @hopeZ2shine, a Kenyan NGO, says aid agencies still
have “a colonial mindset". "They believe they can throw money at the

problem, but that’s not how you create change. Change needs local NGO
knowledge." hence @CharterdChange https://bit.ly/4Ab8DHjY

Charter

CHANGE

Localisation of Humanitarian Aid
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So, you might think that #UNEP's authors sought out waste pickers' views
and drew on NGO reports as they prepared the paper.

YOU MIGHT VERY

WELL THINK THAT

BUTICOULDNT
PﬂSSIBlY COMMENT
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| @UNEP's paper boasted that it “incorporates new data and findings in
peer-reviewed scientific journals and reports published by IGOs.”
Journals getting impact 4 . . . but, erm . . scientific journals to solve a
societal problem? & where are the local, waste picker, voices?
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UNEP was thorough. It drew on 127 "peer-reviewed scientific journals and
reports published by intergovernmental organizations”.

Perhaps the voices of waste pickers - and those who work with and
represent them locally - are included in those sources ?

Let’s take a look. ..
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The 127 "peer-reviewed jnls and IGO reports" break down like this:
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| scanned the cited papers.

17/127 mention waste pickers

None were written by them or their NGOs &

So much for localisation . . . So much for DEI . ..
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The few waste picker voices are being filtered by academics and inter-
governmental organisations.

Even when UNEP consults NGOs, 2/11 are GN industry groups, none of the
other 9 are local, waste-picker NGOs.

A 'colonial mindset' lives on? &

Nothing beats
hearing it from the
horses’s mouth
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To be clear, I'm not beating up on UNEP (Ok, | am a bit) because as we
heard from Gracian Chimwaza yesterday, it's hard to find #greylit. It's easier
to draw from sources you know and can be found easily, even if that
content isn't the best fit.

But | think there's more to it.
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| think there are il reasons why #grevlit presents such a challenge for
librarians and users.

One's as tangible as Table Mountain. The other's not.
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Tangible: Metadata, supply chains & persistence,

By definition, #greylit is hard to find because it has no metadata and it's
absent from the supply chains that feed discovery services and libraries
e.g. ESBCO, Clarivate, Google Scholar etc.

It also tends to go missing.

You can’t pick up the phone and order
#greylit from your library supplier
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For example, how was UNEP supposed to find this case study by a team at
Witwatersrand Uni about Jo'burg waste pickers?

BTW, | highly recommend this 8' video version: https://bit.ly/4a3MS0r

Separation at source by reclaimers
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7T
Or this, from @GAlAnoburn and @groundWorkSA.. ..
https://bit.ly/3QB6cPc

LANDFIL\L

(think agawn) ‘
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Or even this, released by Berkeley National Laboratory, specifically

prepared *FOR® the UNEP meeting but not cited in UNEP's paper.
https://bit.ly/3QvgsZm

-~

Sustainable Energy and Environmental Systems
mn Energy Analysis and Environment Impacts Division

BERKELEY LAB Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory

Climate Impact of Primary Plastic Production

Nihan Karali, Nina Khanna, Nihar Shah

April 2024
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None of these can be found in traditional scholarly discovery systems.
Worse, they may be gone tomorrow. .orgs don't understand the need for
persistent links and preservation.

Their content might be open, but if it's hard to find or goes missing, it might
as well not exist.
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One solution is to teach .orgs to wrap their content with standardised
metadata?

Some are making the effort ... * % % @ITOCA_SA but. .. training 40k
disinterested .orgs is a bit of a stretch...
Key word: disinterested . . .
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Another would be if .orgs published via journals and books. That way, their
content would get great metadata and join the regular supply and
discovery chains. Librarians and users would be happy.

So, why doesn't that happen?
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Please meet @wxrisk World Weather Attribution. Set up by
@ImperialCollege, @KNMI, Princeton et al. They publish using 'media
channels' b/c jnl articles appear >1 yr after an extreme weather event and
"the public has moved on".

Source: http://bit.ly/SEYKnDD
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Orgs publish 'through media channels' because. ..

§4 they can (make & post a PDF, easy!)

¥4 speed & control over timing (v. important)

¥4 branding ("me" & funding)

¥4 it's cost-free (for them/their audience) &=

¥4 "everyone can find my website" (perception =/= reality)

Perception .- Reality .~
. | s | ,.":'.':/:""'-"
4

: g Your g% . =
. ""-Websi'te‘
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... and it's noteworthy that some .orgs have quit working with publishers,
prefering to do it themselves. (I'm*+ at you @UNFCCC)

So, they're hardly likely to reverse course.

What to do?
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| How about using tech to harvest content from .org websites, auto-generate
some scholarly-compatible metadata and create a fully-searchable
database, with copies in a dark archive. ..

‘2 | wonder if anyone's thought of doing that?

(Do the QR thing or http://bit.ly/3Xvz4Kr)
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Now to the harder, intangible, problem.

The 'tell' is UNEP's emphasis on peer-reviewed. The implication is that
non-journal content isn't reviewed by experts and can't be trusted.

Except, of course, IGO content, which, as everyone knows, is
unimpeachable. &
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Well, UNEP - please meet @RetractionWatch because not all peer-
reviewed journal content is trustworthy.

Also, UNEP, please know that most #greylit IS peer-reviewed (and here's
the evidence https://bit.ly/POCO-3NImckr)

#greylit is so mis-understood

ABUMPER YEAR FOR RETRACTIONS
Retraction notices in 2023 have passed 10,000, largely
because of more than 8,000 retractions by Hindawi.

W Journal articles B Conference papers

8000 o

4,000

Number of retractions

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023*

“As of B Desesndw 3003

Mmaine
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Trust. When it comes to research on plastic waste, which of these brands
is more trustworthy? 2

But there's another thing . ..
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Here's what a B2 government research team told me about journals.

"Journals are like the good kids in class. They sit in the front, behave, are
studious, but dull.

#GreyLitis like the kids at the back of the class. Riotous, difficult, but often
brilliant".
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More seriously, they said journals are 'diagnostic'.

&

"Academics tell you what the problem is - but you already know that.
#GreyLit tells you what works/what doesn't. For us, GreyLit is more useful
than jnl articles, every time."

Well, journals, how do you feel about that? >
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Now our topic today was:

#Publishing by Institutions and Organisations in the Global South: the
challenges for librarians and users.

&

... but we've ended up realising that the GS bit is moot. Librarians and
users have the same challenge with .orgs wherever they are.. . .
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... whether you are - a famous Lab in Berkeley, ¥ or small project at
Witwatersrand Uni 82 - your content is:

» hard for librarians and users to find
» deprecated and mis-understood.

You are that difficult, brilliant, kid at the back of the class
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Yet your content is probably more accessible to non-academics b/c
» written in non-academic English
» more likely to have other language versions

» more likely to have video & summary versions
» retains 'locality’

and it's almost always free, once you've found it ©o
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'i il i So, we have two publishing models:

Journals (& books)
GreylLit

’\

Let's compare...




&

Journals (& books) GreyLit

it works. Dr Buhle's "hope" . . . <~ it works, until you try and find it ("disappointment")
... & her "disappointments” . .. .. but there's "hope" b/c

X expensive inexpensive

X rigid flexible

X slow fast

X legacy, 'closed’, format/ C20th analog heritage ‘open' format (incl. indigenous)/ C21st digital-first
X author & author's institution lose control author & author's institution keeps control

X not local local

X restricted audience (even when OA) larger potental audience
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As Michele Casalini said yesterday, "there is more than one recipe”.

Authors and their institution —

Aliezo

. 'Closed authonng. .

§ 4 1

Peer - review & hosting —

Journals &
Books

Discovery &
Collocﬂon

A ?.'f'.
L2282

Users and Librarians

Authors and their institution

Al iesge
- 'oaaun::ng . i

Peer - review & hosting

g g

Harvest &
Enrich

Discovery &
Collection

jez®

Users and Librarians
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| like to say, "there's a ton of scholarship beyond journals".

Think of this: for every one of the ~40k journals around the world there is
at least one .org & .gov posting research on their website.

How many .orgs & .govs have you got in your library collection?

Journals
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Now that @policy commons is taming boistrous 'back-of-the-class' kids,
UNEP's got no excuse not to include waste-picker NGO reports in the
paper for the next Commitee on Plastic Pollution.

Who knows, some might be so brilliant that an agreement will actually be
reached.

And we can look
forward to a plastic-
free home
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“' Oh,and...

One more thing...
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There's a ton of scholarship scattered across the world's archives.
Especially stuff taken during the colonial era and now housed in GN
museums and university archives.

Guess what, the same harvest and enrich methodology works here too.

e.g. >500,000 open books, magazines, and other primary sources about
Africa from 4,350 collections in 600 GN archives.

+ a collection of magazines, newspapers, and films from the legendary
Kenyan journalist, Hilary Ng'weno.

Free for anyone in Africa https://africacommons.net/

/ﬂ African History East African Magazines,
7 & Culture /' Newspapers and Films
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(2
w Phew, that was a long thread.

Thank you and any questions!



