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London Bookfair 2011

Speech of Dr Francis Gurry, Director General of WIPO about:

“Copyright in the Digital Age” 

• “How to ensure that content is available on the most widespread 
possible basis, while at the same time ensuring that we enable 
creators and their business associates to lead a dignified 
economic existence?”

• “We need a Global infrastructure that permits simple, global 
licensing, which makes the task of licensing cultural works legally on 
the Internet as easy as it is to obtain such works there illegally”.
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Global Rights Broker
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• Not-for-profit founded in 1978

• Founding member of IFRRO

• Solutions for seamless sharing of 
knowledge

• Manage 350 million rights

• License 35,000 companies

• License 1,200 academic institutions



Voluntary Opt-in Licensing

• Individual contracts with rightsholders, businesses and 
academic institutions from around the world

• No statutory license in the US that requires either 
rightsholders or users to sign with CCC

• No statutory “assist” that helps CCC convince 
rightsholders or users to sign with CCC

• No specific regulatory authority that either supervises 
CCC or helps CCC to build new services or relationships 
with rightsholders or users
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How Collective Licensing Works
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Rights from many sources are available 
in one place

Copyright 
holders

Content 
users



How Collective Licensing Works

18-May-116

Royalties are collected from content users and 
distributed to rightsholders

Copyright 
holders

Content 
users



Collective Licensing Options

Pay-per-use

– One permission at a time

– For one specific use

Repertory Licenses

Repertory/Blanket Licenses

– Rights to use content from 
many different sources

– Allows multiple types of uses

– One payment per year



Tools

12,000 Publishers

Books, journals, 
newspapers, images

Software Solutions for 
our Publishers: 

RightsLink

35,000 companies

1200 US institutes

Software solutions for 
our clients:

RightSphere

Licenses
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86% of professional 

employees share content 

weekly

42% share it daily

Less than ½ know their 

copyright policy

© Outsell. All rights reserved.

Information Sharing

YET



Common Copyright Challenges for companies

Employees don’t understand copyright rules
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• Don’t know permission is required

• See online content as free to share

• Assume subscriptions can be 
forwarded

• Unsure how to get permission, 
obtaining permission is time 
consuming and interrupts workflow

• Copyright varies across countries



Our Corporate Solution

Multinational Copyright License: more than 350 million 

global rights from 12,000 global publishers. 

Education: Helps employees understand the basics of 

copyright and their responsibilities

RightSphere: Rights advisory software tool for 

employees to instantly check permissions



Tools

12,000 Publishers

Books, journals, 
newspapers, images

Software Solutions  

for Publishers

RightsLink

35,000 companies

1200 US institutes

Software solutions  

for clients:

RightSphere

Licenses
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Click on the 

Rightsphere 

Auto ID button 

in your 

browser’s 

toolbar 
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Rightsphere 

Basic 

displays a 

selection of 

available 

“Types of 

Use” 
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Answers Are a Click Away

With a single 

click, get the 

information 

you need in 

order to 

proceed with 

your work
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Making permissions and re-use simple and quick

RightsLink facilitates:

• Permissions, Reprint & e-Print orders

• Single Article Sales 

• Print-On-Demand

• Author Services

–Color Charges 

–Page Charges

–Open Access Submission Fees

–Reprints



Publisher Places Link on Content

Reprints & Permissions



Customer Clicks and Opens RightsLink



Flexible

The licensing options are set by 

the publisher



Control

Customer answers 

publisher’s questions 

regarding reuse



Instant Price Estimates

Customer receives price 

estimate based on order 

details



Instant Licensing

Order verified and 

completed in minutes



Order Confirmation

Customer receives order 

confirmation email



Customer Has Access to Order Status and History

A single 

RightsLink 

account makes    

it easy for 

customers to 

manage their 

orders



Publisher Has Access to All Orders



RightsLink Serves All Markets 

STMTrade

News B-to-B



Available For Publishers of All Sizes

RightsLink® Basic

RightsLink ® Plus

RightsLink ® Premium



RightsLink Plus Consortia

• Common RightsLink solution serves multiple publishers 

RightsLink
Plus 

Consortia
Publisher 1

Publisher 2

Publisher 3 Publisher 4

Publisher 5

Publisher 6



A Proven Solution

http://www.wolterskluwer.com/WK/


Closing remarks

• Collective licensing is an effective system to simplify 
reuse of copyrighted materials

• Collective licensing needs to adapt further to serve global 
needs,

– clients want 1 license which covers all reuse globally 

– a central place to obtain all rights needed

– make copyright simple and easy to comply

• With our Multinational Rights Licenses and Tools we 
developed we have made the first steps to: 

– Enable global copyright licensing

– Make copyright much easier
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Thanks for your attention!

Kim Zwollo

RightsDirect

kzwollo@rightsdirect.com

+31 6 109 109 42
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