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Visibility and accessibility in traditional collection development
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Visibility and accessibility as integral parts of collection 
development

• Traditional collection development paid little attention to questions of 
visibility and accessibility; it was left to cataloguing and reader 
services

• Clear-cut separations between different library functions (and 
divisions) have become less rigid with the emergence of the „hybrid 
library“

• Meanwhile total immateriality of digital collections requires a high 
degree of visibility and accessibility at a very early stage in the 
(collection development) working process

• Internet technologies offer optimal opportunities to direct the 
attention of library patrons to the availability of digital resources
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The production or the existence of (standardised) 
metadata as a general requirement of visibility and 
accessibility

• Bibliographical metadata 

• Technical metadata

• Administrative metadata 

• Structural metadata
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Problem: Heterogeneity of metadata

MAB/MABXML

MARC/MARCXML

MODS METS

TEI
EAD

Dublin Core Simple

Dublin Core Qualified

Europeana Semantic Elements (ESE)
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The approach of the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek

• ZEND as a framework and a tool for the entire digitisation process

• Persistent Identifier: URN

• Definition of uniform standards for bibliographic metadata

• Usage of Optical Character Recognition (OCR)

• Long-term digital archiving of image and index data



ZEND at a glance

OCR
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Today: Improved visibility by linking and/or integration of 
the metadata and direct access to the digital image

• OPAC of the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek

• Gateway Bayern – Union Catalogue of the Bavarian Library Network

• Karlsruher Virtueller Katalog (KVK) – Meta Catalogue 

• Subject-based Information Portals (ViFa)

• WorldCat

• Digital collections of the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek

• OAister

• Europeana

• Google Book Search  



9

Catalogue of the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek
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WorldCat
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National Special Subject Collections Network and Subject-based 
Information Portals



13



14

OAIster
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… and even more: catalogue data/bibliographical 
metadata in Web 2.0

• Links to single digitised images, e.g. from  Wikipedia

• RSS Feeds

• Bibliographic and reference management tools

• Social Bookmarking
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Subscription of new publications/e-resources via RSS



18

Bibliographic and reference management tools: Zotero
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Social Networks, e.g. Bookmarking Services
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Enhanced discovery service through OCR and full-text search 
à la Google Book Search
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klaus.kempf@bsb-muenchen.de

Thank you for your attention!
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